
 
Sunday 22nd March 2020  

 
During the week at Pre-School we will be using the focus of birds to kickstart our fun. Here are some things 
that you can get up to (not necessarily bird related) 
 
Playdough – It really is very easy to make and there are so many different recipes. Some which you cook or 
others that literally use just flour, salt and water. Challenge your child to make a birds nest using playdough 
for the structure and then hunt around the garden for things to add comfort – leaves, moss, feathers etc. 
 
Bird challenge – With the sun shining and the birds making their appearance challenge the whole family to 
identify a bird call. What does a black bird sound like? How does this differ to a pigeon? This will really tune 
your child into discriminating between sounds. If this proves to tricky encourage your child to listen for 
maybe 20 seconds. What can they hear? A car? Tap being turned on? Footsteps? Tapping on a computer? 
Gradually as the week goes on can they listen for longer? Does it vary depending upon when you stop and 
listen? 
 
Bird feeders – Make a birdfeeder to hang from a branch in the garden. If you have a pinecone and some 
hard fat rub it into the pinecone and then roll in any seeds you have I the home. Alternatively use an empty 
toilet roll (you can pop them in the microwave to sterilise them), add string, roll in hard butter or fat and 
add either seeds or maybe try breadcrumbs, crushed up cereal or whatever you may have in the home. 
What do birds like to eat?  
 
Nature nest – Challenge your child to find items in the garden that they could make a nest from. How does 
it all stay together? What do birds use? Children will be able to find sticks, leaves, moss, bits of bark and 
even mud. Will it be strong enough to put in a branch?  
 
Egg painting  – Either hard boil an egg, blow an egg (prick both ends and blow the contents out) and 
encourage your chid to make a new sort of bird egg. What colour is it going to be? This could then lead 
onto them creating their own bird - drawing, talking about or using materials. 
 
Rainbow creating – Throughout the week at Pre-School the children will be painting, drawing and creating 
rainbows to adorn the windows of Pre-School. Why not do the same and share the rainbow love around 
Ramsbury and the surrounding villages. Please take a picture of your rainbows and we will pop these up on 
the wall at Pre-School. 
 
Outdoor painting – I know for many of you paint involves mess! Why not try giving your child a bucket with 
water in and a range of different brushes, sponges and a flat hard surface e.g. a path or driveway or a 
fence. They will love to paint and see how the surface changes colour as water is applied. What is even 
better it dries and returns back to normal. If you wanted to add food colouring. Where does the water and 
colour go? 
 
 
 
 
 


